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CHURGH CHRONOLOG Y—1857. 


with handcarts, arrived at G.S. L. City 
in cheres of Capt. Edmund Elisworth and 
Daniel D. McArthur. They were met and 
welcomed by the First Presidency of the 
Church, a brass band, a company of 
lancers, and a large concourse of citizens. 
Capt. Ellsworth’s company had left Iowa 
City June 9th, and McArthur’s June 11th. 
When they started, both contained 497 
souls, with 100 handcarts, 5 wagons, 24 
oxen, 4 mules and 25 tents. 

October. Thurs. 2.—Capt. John Banks’ 
wagon company of immigrating Saints, 
ana Capt. Edward bunker’s handcart 
company, which had left Iowa City June 
23rd, arrived in G. S. L. City. The immi- 
cane in the latter were mostly from 

ales. 

—The Deseret Agricultural and Manu- 
seeturing Society commenced its first ex- 
hibition in G. S. L. City, called the ‘“Des- 
eret State Fair.” 

Fri, 32.—W. M. F. Magraw, formerly 
mail contractor, wrotea defamatory letter 
to the President of the United States, 
about Utah affairs. 

Sat, 4.—Apostle Franklin D. Richards, 
Daniel Spencer, John Van Cott, Wm. C. 
Dunbar, John D. T. McAllister, Nathaniel 
H. Felt, anda number of ether mission- 
aries, arrived in G.S. L. City, having left 
Florence Sept. 3rd. 

Mon. 6.—The general semi-annual con- 
ference of the Church was commenced in 
G.S.L. City. It continued three days; 
177 Elders were ealled to go on missions. 

Tues. 7.—The Twentieth Ward, G. S. L. 
City, was organized with John Sharp as 
Bishop. 

—Capt. Geo. D. Grant left G.S. L. City 
with arelief company to meet the immi- 
gration. 

Sat, 11.—Capt. Croft’s company of emi- 
grants from Texas and the Cherokee Na- 
tion arrived in G. S, L City. 

Fri. 17,—An ordinance was passed by 
the G. S. L. City council, organizing a Fire 
Department. Jesse C. Little was ap- 
najntan chief anginace, 

Tues, 28.—Capt. Edward Martin’s hand- 
cart company, detained by the unusual 
early snow storms of the season, was met 
by Joseph A. Young, Daniel W. Jones and 
Abel Garr, at a point sixteen miles above 
the Platte bridge. Three days later the 
company arrived at Greasewood creek, 
where four wagons of the relief company, 
in charge of Geo. D, Grant, loaded with 

rovisions and some Sloe for the suf- 
ering emigrants were awaiting them. 

Noyember, Sun. 9,— Capt. James G. 
Willie’s handc arrived in Q. 

..L. City, after. great. sufferings from 
scarcity of provisions, cold and over-exer- 
tion in the mountains. It left Iowa City 
Iowa, July 15th, with 120 handcarts and 
six wagons, numbering about five hund- 
red souls, of whom 66 died on the journey. 
Captain Abraham O. Smoot’s wagon train 
arrived the same day, 

Thurs, 13—Joseph A. Young and Abel 
Garr arrived in G.S.L. City with the 
news that the last companies of emigrants 
were perishing In the mountains. More 
teams and provisions were immediately 
forwarded to help them in. 

Tues, 18.—The ship Columbia sailed from 


57 


Liverpool with 223 Saints, under the di- 
rection of J. Williams. It arrived at New 
York Jan. 1, 1857. 

Thurs. 20.--The ladies of Cedar City, 
Iron Co., organized a Female Benevolent 
Society, with Mrs. Lydia Hopkins as pre- 
sident. 

Sat, 22.—Heber Jeddie Grant was born 
in G. S. L. City. 

Sun, 30.—FEdward Martin’s handcart 
company arrived in G.S L. City, after ex- 
treme suffering. Many of the emigrants 
had died in the mountains, and the hand- 
carts had to be gradually abandoned as the 
relief teams from the Valley were met. 
When the company passed Florence, Neb., 
Aug. 25th, it consisted of 576 persons, 146 
handcarts, 7 wagons, ete. 

December. Jon. 1.—Jedediah M.Grant, 
second Counselor to Pres. Brigham Young, 
died in G. S. L. City. 

Tucs. 2.—About sixty mule and horse 
teama started from G SI. City to meet 
Capts. Hodgett’s and Hunt’s wagon com- 


panies. 

Frit, 5.—David S. Laughlin, formerly a 
member of the Mormon Battalion, died in 
Cedar Valley, Utah. 

Mon. 8.—The Utah legislature (sixth an- 
nual session) convened at Fillmcre and 
organized by electing Heber .C. Kimball 
president of the Council, and Hosea Stout 
speaker of the House. It then adjourned 
to G.S. L. oy 

Wed. 10.—The First Presidency issued 
their ‘‘Fourteenth General Epistle” to the 
Church. 

—On this and the following six daysCapts. 
Wm. B. Hodgett’s and John A. Hunt's 
companies. of emi ts arrived in G.S. 
L. City, after much suffering, being helped 
ee. the relief trains sent out from the 
Valley. 


Thurs. 11.—Contractor Magraw failing 
to carry the mails through, Feramorz 
Little and Eph. K. Hanksleft G. S. L. City 
with the mail, for the East. 

Thurs, 18.—The Utah Jegislature econ- 


yoned. in the Sooleldon, ) 

Wed. 24.— Pres. Brigham Young gave an 
entertainment in the “Lion House” toa 
large number of Elders, lately returned 
from foreign missions. 


1857. 


The winter of 1856-57 was excessively 
severe, snow falling to a depth of eight feet 
in various places in the valleys of Utah. 
The harvest of 1857 was the best Utah ever 
had up tothat time. Influenced by false- 
heods, circulated by Judge W. W. Drum- 
mond and others, the Federal government 
sentan army to Utah, when the citizens 
organized for self-defense. The Elders 
were called home from foreign missions, 
and the Saints who had settled in Carson 
Valley, on Salmon river, on Green river 
aid in Southern California were advised 
to abandon their locations and roturn to 
places nearer the headquarters of the 
Church. 
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